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will. I know well that my conduct has not pleased those who desired to fight. I urged peace , not because I did not fear what they feared, but because I thought peace a less evil than war When the war j^,,.^ had begun and overtures were made to you, B o 49 yOU responded so amply and so honSrably that I hoped I had prevailed . . I was never more friendly with CcBsar than they were, nor were they more true to the State than I The difference between us is this, that while they and I are alike good citizens, I preferred an arrangement, and you, I thought, agreed with me. They chose to fight, and as their counsels have been taken, I can but do my duty as a member of the Commonwealth, and as a fnend to you " 1
In this last sentence Cicero gives his clear opinion that the aristocracy had determined upon war, and that for this reason and no other the attempted negotiations had failed Caesar, hoping that a better feeling might arise after his dismissal of Domitms, had waited a few days at Coifinmm Finding that Pom-pey had gone to Brmdisi, he then followed, trusting to overtake him before he could leave Italy, and again by messengers pressed him earnestly for an interview By desertions, and by the accession of volunteers, Cassar had now six legions with him. If Pompey escaped, he knew that the war would be long and dangerous If he could capture him, or persuade him to an agreement, peace could easily be preserved When he arnved outside the town, the consuls with half the army had already gone Pompey was still in Bnndisi, with 12,000 men, waiting till the transports could return to carry him after them Pompey 1 Inclosed to Atticua, viu 11